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Dear Gary, 

ii'od phonon l:c last night with what pretty clearly is, regardless of how guioed or 
how explained to himself, a withdrawal of a is of fir* It would imvo bo. n a con, ido; able 
disappointment at any time but with what it just f ol .owed and at tiio end of a day that was 
about on hour and a liali' short of 24 oi word* it cuno particularly hard* our conversation 
finished just before the ii to broadcast# I d stayed up only to catch v ronkita , s intarviow 
with hi:.., but 1 could pay attention to lit >Ie of it# 

Exactly what is bggging him I don't really uiidorotand, but it scams to have to no 

with an immaturity partly attributed to you, assessment of blame more than ~ have « io me, 

tiiis neiiiis more tiuui can be done resojnsibly# not only now but fox' the f orseeable future# 
here, as I understand or ;:d sunder stand it, the end, if acideved, would bo counterproductive 
in, at the very loast, distorting focus# 

However, the purpose of ids hasty note when i fool 1 can take t ho time bat .^r tlian 
I'll bo able to after Heu has boon hero for a day mid I an that much further buhinu in 
other and vuiy pressing tilings , la to give you two cautions, or, to put it another way, to 
ask you to examine two things you have dono recently tliat w tliini: you should not nave. x ou 
do not do tilings in u£ vacuum and those two tilings affected others# 

In this case, you have not yot received and r-ud your copy of the last part of the 

book, so you wore leaking a recommendation about something of which you know nothing# how 
could you witiicut unde rs tmidin ; tint or at ioamt having* given it a hasty readings’ 

./bon only because wo iiad tide joint roject I sent hod a copy of my latter to *yr± 1, 
he consulted you, you recommended tliat he consult oylvia, w/iich ho aid# oasis aid you 

have for considering that Dylvia could give liim answers? its it ha-p : oneu, she coulcln t, for 
sh doesn't understand what is involved yet# In ay long subsequent conversation with her 1 
avoided prejudicing her and asked her to tliink independently • ~ imvo not nourd from - icr 
and 1 Imvo not written her# but I have several independent as.escmenta of i-y own political 
judgo:,ioiit ♦ my bona tor's was immediate one prompt, and that os his acUaini tra uivo as is taut 
exactly c incided# Sylvia is, without doubt, bril ^ion .. and incorruptible# but hue is not 
omnisibiont and slim in, tragcialxy for all of u , given hex* enormous * jii ts, tehee, to tn < o 
past and her won and I regret to eay unclianged concepts# If this is n ither criticism nor 
adverse common t on her, and it is not and is not intended as either, for my respect for her 
is great, it is fact# how properly, if you hau doubts, don't y u think you siioulu have begun 
with me? Or if ^ed didn't sec this on his own, don't you tliink you should Iiavo suites ted 
that to iiin? Hie net re i ,ul t was to accomplish nothing but the waste o~ tine for two people 
wiio have none to waste, bit and me, to trouble us both, to waste some for **od and perhaps 
confuse him, ana bo waste money we either do not nave or can ut to Dot tor purposes# I an 
with this sug. esting tliat it is. time for you to reassess your understand, to try and understand 
the condition of your knowledge as of the state of cue collective knowledge boday before you 
do or recommend tilings on which others will act and by which, still others will bo involved# 
fhc uncongenial role of our fireman, which has boon mine simply because nobody else could or 
would fill it, has bean the single most costly and most a a tractive thing x'vo had to cope 
with# If pthers haven't grasped what should have been obvious, the least I think I siiould 
expect frpm tlioso liic you who have understood trds in the past is no no^ dless admod ourden# 
ITxero is not, never was, any doubt of the possibility of the iiasard I see. Has is not bo say 
that it is inevitable# ruiyoa who ne-ds a picture* drawn is a political infant# I’he solo 
question is of proba'oil-ty, ana that is one tliat can't be risked by serious people, for there 
ara no odds long enough to justify the risk * hen the only possible gain is in public rotations# 
dotta quit# bn-.- last cord# «le have lives with so many futilities, I'd prefer not co hnvo hopes 
raised as with this u ed project if they are later to be dashed, witna or without the considerable 
rush work required, but conditions Inter to bo imposed# V/e arc too ole., too tired, to ovorloaded 
for more of this# Intent is not relevant, only result# Dent regards, 


